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An affiliate of
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This Rider is only available to Self-funded Group Health Plans


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN HEARING AID COVERAGE RIDER

This Rider is issued to you in connection with your Certificate of Coverage. It is effective on the date adopted by your Group. This Rider amends your Certificate of Coverage as set forth below.

DEFINITIONS
Audiologist is a professional who is licensed or legally qualified in the State of Michigan to perform audiometric and other procedures to assist in the diagnosis, treatment and management of individuals with hearing loss or balance problems. They may dispense and fit hearing aids as part of a comprehensive rehabilitative program.

Audiometric Hearing Aid Examination is a procedure to evaluate hearing and measure hearing loss. The examination includes:
· Tests for measuring hearing acuity relating to air conduction
· Bone conduction
· Speech reception threshold and speech discrimination
· Summary of findings
Binaural Hearing Aids are two electronic devices (one set) delivered on the same day worn by the patient to amplify sound and improve hearing in both ears.

Bone Anchored Hearing Aid is a bone conduction Hearing Aid composed of a titanium screw that is surgically implanted in the temporal bone behind the ear.

Conformity Evaluation Test is a follow-up visit to the physician specialist, Audiologist or Hearing Aid Dealer who prescribed the Hearing Aid to verify receipt of the prescribed Hearing Aid and evaluate its comfort, function and effectiveness. Necessary adjustments are made to assure optimal amplification and performance.

Ear Mold is a device made of soft rubber, plastic, or non-allergenic materials, vented or non-vented, that is fitted to the outer ear canal and pinna of the patient.
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Hearing Aid is an electronic device worn to amplify sound and improve hearing. A conventional Hearing Aid (Monaural or Binaural) is a standard adjustable Hearing Aid that fits inside the ear, behind the ear, or on the body. A Hearing Aid may also include an Ear Mold or a Bone Anchored Hearing Aid, if determined to be Medically Necessary in accordance with BCN medical policy.
Hearing Aid Dealer is a specialist who is licensed by the State of Michigan to perform:
· Audiometric Examinations,
· Hearing Aid Evaluation Tests,
· Conformity Evaluation Tests and
· to sell prescribed Hearing Aids.
Hearing Aid Evaluation Test determines what type of Hearing Aid should be prescribed to compensate for loss of hearing, based on the results of the Audiometric Exam.

Monaural Hearing Aid is a single electronic device worn to amplify sound and to improve hearing in one ear.

Benefits
· One (1) hearing evaluation test by a Participating Physician or Participating Audiologist to determine if a hearing problem exists
· An Audiometric Hearing Examination Test and Hearing Aid Evaluation Test to determine hearing acuity and the specific type or brand of hearing aid needed.
· Standard Monaural or Binaural Hearing Aids
· Services provided for the fitting of a Hearing Aid and follow-up services to evaluate performance of the Hearing Aid and its conformance to the prescription
· A Bone Anchored Hearing Aid is also a Covered Benefit if, in accordance with BCN medical policy, the conventional Hearing Aid does not appropriately treat a Member’s medical need, and, pursuant to BCN medical necessity criteria and policy, the Bone Anchored Hearing Aid is necessary therapeutic alternative to the conventional Hearing Aid. Bone Anchored Hearing Aid must be preauthorized by BCN.

	Hearing Services

	Value Based Hearing Network

	Includes Michigan Medicine Audiology and TruHearing providers
	The Value Based Hearing network providers are paid the BCN Allowed Amount for coverage of a ‘standard’ model (either monaural or binaural) with options that do not result in Balance Billing. The Member can buy up to more advanced models as needed and be Balance Billed for
the difference.

	

Standard Hearing Network

- Includes all other BCN network hearing aid providers
	The Standard Hearing network providers will be paid the BCN Allowed Amount for coverage of a ‘standard’ model (either monaural or binaural). Members may be Balance Billed for the difference between the BCN Allowed Amount and the provider charge for ‘standard’ models. The Member can buy up to more advanced models as needed and be Balance Billed for
the difference.




Limitations
· The hearing care services must be authorized and performed by a Participating Provider or Participating Audiologist in the U-M Premier Care Hearing network, or the Standard Hearing network.
· The Hearing Aid(s) must be dispensed by a Participating Provider (Hearing Aid Dealer or specialist) in the U-M Premier Care Value Based Hearing network, or the Standard Hearing network.
· Hearing Aids must be monaural, binaural or the in-the-ear, behind the ear or on-the-body type. Eye-glass type hearing aids or other special features, to the extent the charge for such hearing aids or features exceed that for a covered hearing aid, are not a benefit.
· Benefits are available only after 36 months have elapsed since the previous Audiometric Hearing Aid Examination, Hearing Aid Evaluation, Conformity Evaluation Test and the dispensing of a Monaural Hearing Aid or Binaural Hearing Aids.
· Ear Molds can be purchased separately from the Hearing Aid(s). Hearing Aid frequency limitation applies to adult Ear Molds.
· Custom Ear Molds for children under the age of 18 covered according to the following schedule:
· Under three years of age: four times every 12 months per hearing aid
· Age three up to 13 years of age: twice every 12 months per hearing aid
· Age 13 up to 18 years of age: once every 12 months per hearing aid

Exclusions include but are not limited to:
· Replacement of Hearing Aids that are lost or broken unless you have not used this benefit for at least 36 months.
· Replacement parts including batteries, maintenance, repair and insurance expenses for Hearing Aids.
· Eye-glass type Hearing Aids, Cosmetic services or equipment.
· Hearing Aids ordered prior to the effective date of Coverage under this Certificate, even if delivered after Coverage begins.
· Hearing Aids ordered prior to the termination of Coverage under this Certificate, but delivered after the Coverage ends.
· Charges for Audiometric Examinations, Hearing Aid Evaluation Tests, Conformity Tests and Hearing Aids which are not necessary according to professionally accepted standards of practice or which are not prescribed by a Participating Provider.
· Drugs or medications related to hearing problems.
· Examinations, test or Hearing Aids provided by a government agency at no cost to the Member.
· Two hearing aids ordered on different dates. These are not considered Binaural Hearing Aids.
· Charges for spare Hearing Aids.
· Hearing Aids that do not meet the Food and Drug Administration and Federal Trade Commission requirements.
· Non-prescription, non-conventional Hearing Aids and devices.

All other provisions of your Evidence of Coverage and related Riders remain unchanged.
